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? l e a s e  a c c e p t  t h i s  l e t t e r  a s  ny sense  of  t h e  i n p o r t a n c e  of  t h e  ? r i n c i p l e  
of  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  f i l n  w i t h  some neans  of p u b l i c  a c c e s s .  Enclosed i s  a 
s i n ~ l e  s h e e t  v i t a  t h a t  w i l l  t e s t i f y  t o  ny l i f e l o n e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and 7er-  
a o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  f i l m .  The on ly  t h i n g s  m i s s i n g  a r e  t h e  lcs t  of a  
c o n t i n u i n g  f low of  books and a r t i c l e s  and an appoie.tment, s t i l l  ongoing,  
a s  T l i s i t i n g  P r o f e s s o r  of Afro-.herir.an S t u d i e s  i n  i iarvard U n i v e r s i t y .  
". r l r s t ,  I do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  a t  t h e  beginnin: of  ny p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i t h  h e r i c a n  f i l n  c u l t u r e  t h a t  I r ~ o u l d  have n a r t i c i n a t e d  i n  a h e a r i n g  o r  
o t h e r  p roceed ing  des igned  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  n a t u r e  of  f i l n  p r e s e r v a t i o n  (and 
a c c e s s  t o  i t ) .  ?:y i n t e r e s t s  ?,*ere se rved  i n  s o  many a r c l i i v e s  a l l  over  
Europe and Aner ica  by zillo:.rine 2 e  t o  s e e  f i l n s ,  copy s t i l l s  and f r a n e  
e n l a r g e n e n t s ,  and t o  copy f o r  e v e n t u a l  broar lcas t  o r  p u h l i c  p r o j e c t i o n  
f i l n s  t h a t ,  upon e v e n t u a l  use ,  were r u i l l i n g l y  p a i d  f o r  i n  r e c o p i t i o n  
of t h e  r ip ,h t  of c o p y r i g h t  h o l d e r s  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  from i n f r i n g e n e n t .  

A s  a r e s u l t  ho?.iever of  r e c e n t  c o u r t  f i e c i s i o n s  t h a t  have nade every  s i n g l e  
i s s u e  of c o p y r i g h t  a  m a t t e r  of  j u d i c i a l  r a t h e r  than  l t . ~ i s l a t i v e  p r e r o g a t i v e ,  
t h e  e n t i r e  concept  of f a i r  u s e  and t h a t  of u s e  f o r  r e s e a r c h  have been s e t  
a s i d e .  Sad ly ,  i t  was t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  o u t e o i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  

I t  t h i s  be  s o  because  t h e  c o u r t s  Irere t h e  "proper  p l a c e  f o r  such d e c i s i o n s .  

The r e s u l t  h a s  been a c h i l l  t h a t  h a s  s e t t l e d  o v e r  a r c h i v e s  everywhere,  b o t h  
f i l n  and p r i n t e d  c o l l e c t i o n s .  J u s t  a s  c o u r t  d e c i s i o l s  h v e  r.?i?ed o u t  t he  
a n c i e n t  p r i n c i p l e  of  " f a i r  use" i n  nanuscr ip ts- - -by j u ? g i n g  t h e n  t o  he a f o r n  
of r e a l  r a t h e r  than  l i t e r a r y  p r o p e r t y ,  and t h e r e f o r e  n o t  s u s c e p t i b l e  of t h e  
severance  of s n i p p e t s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  purposes ,  s o  f i l n  a r c h i v e s  have chosen 
a s o r t  of  "high church" view of p u b l i c  a c c e s s .  

T!lis l i n k a g e  be tveen  f i l n  and r i anusc r ip t s  may seein t o  you t o  > e  a soner.rhnt 
p r e c i o u s  one,  b u t  I can t e s t i f y  t h a t  t h e  result in^ c l o s u r e  of a c c e s s  f o r  
r e s e a r c l  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  n o t  oe-ly a d imuni t ion  of t h e  pace of  r e s e a r c h  b u t  1 
a l s o  a t t r a r t i n ~  of i t  i n  rrays t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  a for:n of  c e n s o r s h i p .  

I s h a r e  t h e  concerns  o f ,  most probably ,  nany of your c o r r e s 7 o n d e n t s  ~ i h o  have 
rsr;ponded t o  t h i s  i s s u e  b u t  I ir ished my l e t t e r  t o  r e f l e c t  a n o i n t  of v iew 
nrisin!: d i rec t l ; .  f r o n  ny 0.m r e s e a r c h  ? r o b l e n s .  T i n ~ l l y ,  1 ncan t h i s  a s  no 
r e f l e c t i o n  on a p a r t i c u l a r  a r c h i v e  such a s ,  f o r  e:ranple, t h e  L i b r a r y  of 
C o n ~ r e s s  :qhich !las 'been n:r i n t e l l e c t u a l  and c i n e n a t i c  llome f o r  f o r t y  r i c h  p e a r s .  


